June 8 , 1970 


Jams# B. Rhonda 
Archivist of the United States 
General Services Administration 
National Arohlves and Record Service 
Washington, D.C. 20408 


Dear Dr. Rhoads t 

t t fJ 9 v le ^ ter J? yoU b90#lus * It oonoema a matted whioh 

I feel should be brought to your attention. 

pLv2Ir* C ° rr0Sp 2? ds<1 with a msmber °F your staff, Mr. Mark G. 
Eokhoff, on matters germane to the records of the Warren Com- 

mission. Just recently, the Arohlves prepared for me an order 

fvm. C ? l0 f s }* dos ® ado of oertaln balllstios spaolzaens in the 
Commission's evidence. Please allow me to express my deepest 
gratitude to your staff for having followed the details of ray 
request so closely. 

There are, however, certain thing® about the slide# which puzzle 
fi?i? 2 d * aD ° Ut ? hlCh 1 SQOk your ®*Planation. In pSrtioular^ one 
f 1 i de . d ° 9 ? not a PP- ar nil oonslstant with the original exhibits 

lnt ° evldence at th * Commission hearings. The follow- 
ing anomalies are apparent* 


(1^ CB 840 allegedly oonsists of 3 fragments of metal removed 

b ®neath the left Jump seat Ad the Presi- 
dential limousine during the early morning hours of 
November 23 * 1963. FBI agent Robert Frazier testified 
to this fact before the Commission (see volume 5 of the 
hearings, page 66). The photograph of CE 840 printed by 
the Commission (volume 17, page 840) Is somewhat lnoon- 
slstant with this description. It shows three fragment# 
of similar size plus an addition^ although extremely 
small one at about 8 o’clock (see enclosed sketch). I 
do not know the origin of this additional minute fleok. 

However, In the slide inoludlng CE 840 provided to 
®?J b V th ?J r °M™s»only 2 fragments are shown In addl- 
^ lon _ tb . tb J s JJ n F Fleok (see sketch). The letter from 
Mr. Eckhoff which accompanied the slides did not explain 

i? ls +Z?°Tl y ' 1 woul(i tb «refore like to knowi a) why 
the third fragment from CE 840 was not included in my 

picture j b) If that fragment Is still In the possession 
of the Archives or its present whereabouts, and c) why 
* fou J bb Fragment in thefforn of a tiny fleck appears In 
an exhibit which proporta to show three fragments. 

<2) 2 L ' * 1 k se J 1 J of 2 mataUlo fragraonts raoorod 

from President Kennedy's head during the au tipsy. 

th 2? *?••• **» aeaaur* 

7 by 2mm and 3 by Iran respeotlvely (volume 2, page 354)* 


Wh<»n introduced into evidence before the Comalseion, 
cn: O'lJ was deaoribed by Agent Fraxler ns coneloting of 
2 fragments (volume 5# P*g© 73). If you will consult 
the piotur© of CE 843 printed by the Commission (volume 
17# peae B'Jl), you will nee that It aotually shows J 
pieces of motel, one appearing ns a minute dot (see sketoh)# 
The slide which Includes CE 843 also portrays a 
metric scale by which the exhibits may be measured. While 
the disposition of the fragments in this photo appears 
consistent with those depicted in the Commission’s photo, 
there is a definite inconsistency with the sworn descrip- 
tions of the fragments. By the scale in my plcturo, I 
can Judge that the two measurable fragments are 3 by lmm 
and 4 by 3 mm in size respectively. No fragment depicted 
in my picture has a dimension of 7 mm aw described by 
Commander Humes. I would like to know* a) why three 
fragments appear In an exhibit which is sworn to consist S. 

of ?. fragments, and b) why one of those fragments is 
sJtaalley (by about 3 mm) than described in the hearings. 

( 3 ) CE 857 consists of bullet fragments from an experiment 

in whioh a skull was fired upon in an effort to duplicate 
President Kennedy’s head wounds; it consists of 2 large 
fragments and several minute ones. These several minute 
fragments ore also depicted in CE 859. I had request ed 
in my original order for the slides that the tiny parti- 
cles from CE 857 be included in one of the pictures. 

By letter of Hay 19 , 1970 , Mr. Eokhoff informed me 
that "We do not have the small bullet fragments shown in 
Commission Exhibits 859 and 857— The fragments in CE 859 
1 are therefore not included in slide ’D’." 

I am at a loss to understand how the Archives could 
not have these fragments. When CE 857 was described 
before the Commission by Dr. Oliver (who conducted the 
tests), it was said to contain these small fragments. In 
Dr. Olivor’s own words# w ... they are supposed to be all 
there . n (see volume 5 # page 88 .) 

Please explain to me why the Archives does not have 
the small fragments depicted in CE 857 , whioh was intro* 
duced into the Commission’s evidence. 

I believe it is the duty of the Archives to Insure the Integrity 
of these vital pieces of evidence. In connection with the above 
mentioned , I am prompted to ask these additional questions. 

( 4 ) Has any of the Commission’s ballistics evidence been 
Inadvertantly damaged or mutilated since it came into 
possession of the National Archives? This Includes not 
only loss of substance (as in the case of CB 399* s base) 
but also change of form or shape# no matter how minute or 
seemingly insignificant. If any such changes have occurred# 

Z would like to know under whioh olroumstanoee they did 
ooour* 
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(5) H^b any of the ballistics evldenoe ever been mounted in 

beln^ f 'nhoto Ub8t H n J # ^ UCh nS olnjr ) for th « purpose of 
*iin nf ^! ;rr f ?P ?; d °? examlnc(! sln ^a it Came Into posses- 

"mountinfr'’ 9 fjiihr^ Ve87 0O * p * 9f>!3 ® inform me of the > 
thJIJlr S u, 2 bl Rtnnott * the particular exhibits end portions 

rSSidSJ. i? .nS ri * Jr? n J not * d M this substance, and the I 
res lan.Bf If ©ny* which remained on the *xhibi§ # 

the °i CE 399 ever b9en photographed prior to 

rli 0 « 1 ?^u 0f a fragment during photographing for Professor 
Joslah Thompson? It Is my understandlS" that Prof essn? 

StSSSS ? ad * P l? 0 * 0 ° f th * ba « # P”P«™« for huf 
although I am not sure of the exact date. Please prepara 

inii ir f r 10 ® ° f f njr 8U0h Photographs made prior to the 
loss of a fragment. Including the exact date of eaeh. 

I would truly appreciate your assletanoe In these matters. 

Sinoerely, 


Howard Hoffman 
8829 Blue Grass Rd. 
Philadelphia, pa 19152 
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